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[ congratulate the company on the important triumph, which we 
« Sheridan; a triumph, which is the more to be rejoiced in as it affords a practical evidence ot the ad 
“ yantages of a popular government and a popularelection. The people have manifested thet independence 
‘without tumult; and the friends of government ar- triumphant without any exertion of unduc 
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an TO THE any other pretence, by which the day of 1 

and rREE AND INDEPENDENT ELECTORS | trial might be put off, is no matter of sur- : 

is to | prize; but, that Lord Howick, the famous ! 
OF TES parliamentary reformer, should have gone 


CITY AND LIBERTIES OF WESTMINSTER. 


sea LETTER VII. 


nour GreNTLEMEN, 

When, in the conclusion of my 
last letter to you (at page 204), I took the 
nd liberty to exhort you to remain, not only 
t be stedfast in your political principles, but un- 
wearied in your perseverance to recover the 
complete enjoyment of the rights and liber- 
ties, fur which our fathers so Jong, so gal- 
lantly, so virtuously, and so successfully 
struggled, I intended to leave the Sheridans 
to the animadversions of the public, and ne- 
‘ps | Ver again, at any rate, to make their conduct 
*ma- the subject ofa letter to you; but, a recent 
Lane decision in the House of Commons, touch- 
od ing the result of the late election for West- 


Qi 
mers minster, in which decision your interest and 
t he honour are déeply concerned, has induced 
‘ee me to depart from this intention. 
ad Upon the occasion here referred to, to wit, 

Ls of on the 20th instant, a motion was made for 
BY to deferring the order, before made by the 
tend: House, tor taking into consideration your 
4¢ in petition complaining of an undue election 
study lor your city ; and, observe, that this motion 
wrest was made by Mr. Sheridan himself. The 
acted cay, which was fixed upon, by this once bold 
Cob- defier of you, was, the 14th of April, nearly 
hacia {wo mouths after the time before fixed upon 
g an vy the ljouse. After some debate this mo- 
ae i ‘on Was put to the vote, and, the House 
eéli- having divided, there appeared 167 for it, 
mt and 12 against it. 


cine res eae upon which this motion was 
Sheridan’ supported, were, Ist, that Mr. 
ak nen Counsel would be upon the cir- 
4 Pv , of course, unable to attend ; and 
ah wn Shire the former postponement 
the oa d to by him, it was agreed to upon 
Padi iuon, clearly understood, that a fur- 
, mew Ponement should take place on ac- 
should f | the cireuit. That Mr. Sheridan 
“ve set up a pretence like this, or 


a 





tpon the same grounds, should have sup- 
ported the motion, and should have called 
forth his majority to cause the delay to take 
place; this really is matter of surprize, We 
especially when we consider, that, in the 
very recent instance of the petition from the 


county of Londonderry, this same Lord How- te * 
ick (late Mr. Grey), backed by his friend th 
and brother reformer, Mr. Whitbread, set om 
their faces against even an hour's delay, sb 
though it was applied for upon fair and rea- i 
sonable grounds. i 
As to the pretence, that Mr. Sheridan's se 
Counsel would be absent upon the circuit, it | ¢ 


never was. before, I believe, and certain I 
am that it never ought to be, listened to for 
a moment, in such a case; for, if this were weet 
to become a precedent, to what time might 1 ei 
not a ministerial member of parliament de- 3 
fer the consideration of a petition against Mi 
him? Vhe alsence of counsel, from what- 
ever cause, whether of sickness or any other, 

would, in such case, be a ground for post- 

ponement; and, thus, by the votes of the 
minister’s majority, the electors of any place 

might remain unrepresented, might see the Wek 
person, against whom they had voted, dis- Ati tae 
posing of their money, and making laws to Re 
govern them, for years together. The cir- 7 
cuit! What is the business of the circuit, ‘a 
compared with the subject of your petition ? | 
Besides, is it credible, Gentlemen, that, from 
all the counsellors at the bar, nearly six hun- : 
dred in number, there could be any difficul- v 
tyin selecting two, fully competent to the 
task, to attend a committee of the House; + 
more especially when we consider, that Mr. 
Sheridan was so conscious of the innocence 
of himself and his agents, as to have treated 
your petition with ridicule? Was it for a 
man, conscious of the rectitude of his pro- 
ceedings ; a man who had set the complaint Ty 
against ,him at defiance ; and who had treat- ( 
ed it with contempt and mockery; was it | 
for such a man to beg tora delay of his trial, 
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upon the ground of apprehension that he 
might suffer from the want of counsel suffi- 

ciently acquainted with his case? You will 
have observed, too, gentlemen, that, in a de- 
fence, in a case et this sort, there can have 
been no preparation, at least of a /egal kind. 
The defendant has yet to Jearn, if he Le in- 
nocent, what are the facts which you have to 
produce against him. The two counsellors, 
therefore, whom he has employed, can, as 
yet, have taken no steps preparatory to the 
trial; and, of course, any other two coun- 
ecllors, equally qualified in point of talent 
(and there are two hundred of such) would 
answer all his /azw// purposes full as well as 
the two already employed, and now, unfor- 
tunately, upon the circuit, or going upon 
ihe circuit. You have alleged, in your peti- 
tion that Mr. Sheridan's return to parlia- 
ment was etlected by bribery and corruption. 
If he be conscious of his innocence, what 
need has he of arrangements and prepara- 
tions ; and of what lawful kind can his pre- 
parations possel/y be? He has, indeed, af- 
fected to believe, that your petition would 
not be persevered in; but, you, gentlemen, 
know as well as I, that not a word has fallen 
from any one connected with Mr. Paull, that 
could lead to such a belief; and, that, when 
the idea was, upon a former occasion thrown 
out, it was, without hesitation, positively 
contradicted by Lord Folkestone, to whom 
you and every independent man in the king- 
dom ‘is so much indebted for his manly as- 
sertion of yeur rights, and whose having 
presented the petition was, of itself, a sufh- 
cient guarantee, that it would be steadily 
persevered in. If, therefore, between the 


-20th of December, when the petition was 


first presented, andthe 24th of February, 
the time last fixed for taking it into conside- 

fation, Mr. Sheridan could not be ready with 
Ais defence, even without the aid of any 
counsellor at al, as little might he be ex- 
pected to be prepared by the 14th of April. 
What, too, must be those proceedings, of 
which it requires so Jong a time to prepare a 

defence? Had Mr. Sheridan been the at- 
tacking party, and compelled to hunt after, 
and run dowa, evidence of such secret trans- 
actions as are generally connected with the 
arts of bribery and corruption, where, nine 
times out of ten, the guilty party is to be 
the source of information, there might have 
heen some reason fur delay; but, here, 
where the accused has nothing to seek for, 
and especially where innocence and purity 
are so vauntingly put torward, would it not 
be natural, that the party accused should 
court inquiry, at as early a moment as possi- 
ble, in order to Wipe olf the stigma trem his 
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character, and to convince the world, thot 
the accusation was unjust? Compared with 
an object so desireable, what would have 
been the expence of feeing the two counse] 
not to go upon the circuit? For, though Mr, 
Sheridan might find such an expence incon. 
venient, there would, doubtless, have been 
no difficulty in raising the sum required, 
from the same source, whence was drawn, 
or rather, whence spontaneously flowed, the 
thirteen thousand pound subscription, lodged 
at the celebrated Davison’s, for the purpose 
of carrying on Mr. Sheridan’ s election, and, 
of which subscription you will, I hope, never 
forget, that Mr. Whitbread was at the head. 
This former patriot, this zealous prosecutor 
of corruption, this reformer of parliament, 
is now, if the newspapers speak truth, occu- 
pied with a plan for reforming, not the 
House of Commons, but the people! That is 
the end, at which it now suits his purposes 
to begin! Instead of retrenching the enor- 
mous sinecures and pensions, of which he 
formerly complained ; instead of endeavour- 
ing to lessen those taxes, which are the 
cause, and the sole cause, of the fearful and 
deplorable increase of paupers; instead 
of proposing any measure by which might 
be saved the ten thousand pounds a year, 
which the Sheridans draw from the Jabour of 
the people ; instead of measures of this sort, 
he proposes schoo/s and Ladges for the poor. 
They cry for bread, and he would give them 
a primmer: they ask for freedom, and he 
would give them a badge. Never, Gentle- 
men, let us lose sight of this man. He has 
been, and he is, our worst enemy ; as it is 
usual with apostates to be the most malicious 
persecutors.——~-As to the 2d ground, upon 
which the aforementioned motion of Mr. 
Sheridan was made and supported, namely, 
that, when the former postponement was 
agreed to by him, it was clearly understood, 
that a further postponement should take place 
on account of the circuit, nothing ever ws 
more unfounded. The fact was, as stated 
by Lord Folkestone in this last debate, that 
Mr. Sheridan could, with difficulty, be 
brought to consent to any delay at all; and, 
what be said about the circuit was this: that, 
it the delay, then proposed, took place, the 
consideration of the petition would come 0” 
just at the time when the counsellors weré 
all going upon the circuit, and that he sup- 
posed, the petitioners would then apply for 4 
further postponement, as a decent way 
letting the matter drop. Peter Moore (dont 
laugh, Gentlemen!); Peter Moore, (be 
chairman of Mr. Sheridan's famed commit: 
tee; the man who was selected as the fit in 
strument to publish a private and garl 
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325) 
correspondence ; this man is, by the news- 
pers, said to have observed, that he clearly 
understood, that a further postponement, on 
account of the circuit, was agreed upon ; 
qud that, if that had not been the case, he 
should have advised his ‘* Aight Honour- 
elie’ Friend not to consent to the former 
postponement, Now, Gentlemen, this is 
the very man who so stretched his throat at 
the hustings and the dinners in extolling the 
purity of the proceedings of his party; and 
who had the impudence to assert, that, on 
the part of Mr. Paull, tere were hundreds 
of bad votes! Who, that knew nothing of 
the man, would not suppose, that he would 
have panted for the moment, when, as no- 
minee, or member of parliament, he might 
have scouted your complaints, and repaid 
vou, in part, at least, for the contempt and 
scorn which you bestowed upon him? Pa- 
tient Gentleman! He is willing to wait for 
the day of retribution with as much resigna- 
tion as he waits for a place, even though his 
fillow labourer, Sir Philip Francis, (who, 
after having, by all the secret means in his 
power, urged Mr. Paull on to the prosecu- 
tien of Lord Wellesley, went to Covent 
Garden, on the very first day of the election, 
and gave his vote against him) has got both a 
place and a ribbon. The proclamations, 
which, upon backs of letters, Sir Philip had 
prepared for his faithful and loyal people of 
Buenos Ayres, he may now tie up in his red 
nbbon, and Jay them by upon some dry 
shelf; and, if he pleases, he may clap him- 
‘lf down by the side of them; but, as for 
Peter Moore, he has not yet done with us; 
wd, I do hope, that we have not yet done 
with him, With regard to the real mo- 
‘ves trom which this further delay has been 
noved for and supported, they will, I hope, 
~ made manifest to the world ina very few 
ri Sor iffam disappointed in this hope, 
Mr. Paull will, upon this occasion, have less 
‘pirtt, than, upon all other occasions, he has 
“scovered. But, without waiting for any 
“<velopement as to. probable motives, there 
od wh a which, if I be correctly inf rm- 
fn dal Hp te it, will, of itself, account 
or gy a. for procuring delay ; 
the Pre ba, that it is inteuded to proroguc 
Mex, te = some time in the month of 
theny delet us should be the case, and, as 
he dank 9 tax-bills to pass, I do not see 
'Y it should not, the delay is, at once, suf- 
Reiently accounted an 9h ‘ ’ : 
will be manana’ or 5 because, then, it 
take place par impossible, if the prorogation 
tion to be deca a the month, for the. peti- 
parliament “0 teen omy session of 
What shall . 5 if this should so turn out, 
We say of the part, which, accord- 


aw 


} 





— 





dent man will depend. 


FEBRUARY 28, 1807.—Electors of Westminster. {326 


ing to the newspaper reports, my Lord 
Howick has acted? He, who, at the begin- 
ning of the session, would not admit of a 
moment's delay in such cases; and who, 
even while he is supporting this motion, is 
made to say, that it is an extremely delicate 
thing to keep back decisions on such points ? 
‘There was, indeed, atime, my Lord Howick, 
when the epithet de/icate weuld not have 
been applied to it, ‘here was a time, my 
lord, when you would not, in such terms, 
have spoken of such anact. Yes, Gentle- 
men, there was such a time, but that time is 
passed, never to return. Lord Howick will 
never again be the champion of the rights of 
the people. 

Having now, Gentlemen, submitted to 
you all that | think it necessary to trouble 
you with, upon this subject, until, perhaps, 
some further proceedings in your case shall 
have taken place, I shall, for the present, 
conclude with earnestly exhorting you to 
bear in mind the injaries and insults you 
have received from our enemies ; to remem- 
ber those enemies by name; to count them 
over frequently, one by one; to ascertain, if 
possible, who were the persons that were 
most conspicuously hostile to you during the 


election; and, all this, that you may never,” 


on any account, be induced to trust them 
again. Persevere, in the name of your 
country and your children I beseech you to 
persevere in your applications for redress ; 
petition, even now, that the meditated delay 
may be shortened; neglect nothing ; act as 
if the life of each individual of you was at 
stake; for, upon the issue of this contest, all 
that is dear in the life ofa free and indepen- 
With those senti- 
ments of regard and respect, which your con- 
duct during the recent election impressed 
upon my mind, 
I remain, 


Gentlemen, 
Fels. 24, Your faithfrl friend, 
1807. And obedient servant, 


Wa. Coprete. 

P. S. Since the above letter was wiitten, 
the following Petition has been presented to 
the House of Commons, by Lord Folkestone, 
on the part of Mr. Paull: ‘The humble 
‘© Petition of James Paull, Esq. one of the 
“© Candidates to represent the City of West- 
‘«¢ ‘minster at the late Election for Members 
‘© of Parliament to serve for the said City,— 
«¢ Sheweth, That at the said Election the 
«¢ Right Honourable Richard Brinsley She- 
‘* sidan was returned a meinber to serve in 
¢* parliament for the said city ——Thcet 
« your Pétitioner presented a Petition’ to 
«© this Honourable House, «gainst the Re- 
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* turn of the said RB. B Sheridan, charging 
*« bim, among other things, with having 
procured the same by means of undue 
** and illegal iniluence, by threats and me- 
“ naces, aad by divers acts of bribery and 
‘* corraptioa.——T hat the said Petition was 
“* appointed to be taken into consideration 
“< on the 24th day of this instant month of 
*¢ February —That this Honourable House 
‘“« thought fit, at the instance of the said R. 
“« B. Sheridan, to postpone the consideration 
“ of the said Petition until the i4ih day of 
“ April now next ensuing. ——That your 
“* Petitioner has lately discovered that the 
“« said R. B. Sheridan, in defiance of the 
© standing Orders of this House, aud to the 
“ manifest subversiou of évery principle of 
“« justioe, has, by divers nefarious ways and 
“ means, tampered with and endeavoured to 
“« corrupt, and has attempted to persuade 
“ and to. deter and hinder, certain persons 
‘‘ whom your Petitioner inteaded and still 
“* intends to examine, and who are and will 
“* be material witnesses upon the trial of the 
“« said Petition, from appearing on the day 
*¢ when the said Petition shall be heard, and, 
“« from giving their unbiassed, or any, 
** testimouy on belialf of your Petitioner, 
** and agaast the said R. B. Sheridan. 
‘« That one Wm. Drake was and still is a 
‘* maternal witness summoned on behalf of 
‘* your petitioner, and that the said Wm. 
** Drake having, on or about the 1@th day 
“« of this instant February, informed the 
«« said R.B. Sheridan, that he had been so 
“ summoned, and having inquired of him 
** the course he was to pursue, the said 
“* R. B. Sheridan told him to leave that 
“* business to him, that he would procure 
“* bum a situation abroad, and would also 
‘“* provide for the father of the said Wm. 
« Drake, and added, that the said Wm. 
* Drake might have any money he pleased, 
“* and wished the said Wm. Drake to keep out 
‘* of the way, and endeavoured to persuade 
** the said Wm. Drake not to give, and to 
* intimidate, and deter, and hinder him 
** from giving complete and unbiassed testi- 
** mony before the Select Committee of 
‘« the facts known to him relative to rhe 
*« gaid election, and did offer to give money 
** to the said Wm. Drake for him to pro- 
‘« cure for the said R. B. Sheridan a certain 
“« letter, in the possession of one Emanuel 
** Harris, and which letter the said Ema- 
** pnuel Harris had been required by an 
“« order of the right hon. the Speaker to 


€¢ 








** produce before the said commitice ; and 
“* that the said R. B. Sheridan did also, on: 


“ or about ‘Thursday the 19th day of Fe- 
‘* bruary imstant, again offer the said Wm. 
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Drake money, and a situation of profit, 
with the same view, and did likewise, 
on the last-mentioned day, endeavour to 
persuade one Thomas Weatherhead, not 
to give an unbiassed testimony on the 
trial of the said petition, And that one 
Alex. Johnstone, one Frederic Homan, 
oue — Edwards, and divers others 
the agents and partizans of the said R, B, 
Sheridan, did also tamper with the said 
Wm. Drake, and endeavour to persuade 
and to deter, and to hinder him from giy- 
ing his unbiassed testimony before the said 
committee ; and that the said Alex. John. 
stone and Frederic Homan did also en- 
deavour to persuade and induce the said 
Wim. Drake to procure the aforesaid lct- 
ter from the said Emanuel Harris.—That 
the said R. B. Sheridan, by one Henry 
Burgess, one James Wallace, and one 
John Gallant, and divers others his agents 
and partizans, did also tamper with divers 
other witnesses summoned by your peti- 
tioner to give testimony on his behalf: 
and in particular that the said James 
Wallace and John Gallant did inform one 
Wm. Sperring, one Wm. Warren, one 
Jeremiah James, one John Pullen, one 
Daniel Richardson, one John Balam, and 
one Christopher Richardson, whom he 
knew had been so summoned, that it 
was intended to move this honourable 
house to postpone the consideration of 
the said petition until a future day, by 
which means the orders to attend the 
said committee, with which they had 
been. served, would be invalid and of no 
use; and that if it were postponed but 
for one day there would be time for them 
all to get outof the way to avoid their being 
served a second time, and added, that 
when they had succeeded in putting 
off, each person should have money to £2 
out of the way to prevent his being 
summoned ; and your petitioner has been 
informed and verily believes that the sid 
William Sperring, Daniel Richardson, 
and William Warren are now out of the 
way, and have been pursuaded and 
duced so to do by the means aforesaid — 
That the said R, B. Sheridan, and the 
several persons, agents, and partizaus 
aforesaid, with divers others, have com 
spired together, in manner aforesaid, 
in divers other ways, for the purpose of 
ing your petitioner of his J™ 
right, and preventing him from establish- 
ing by his witnesses before a-commmitte? 
of your Honourable House, his claim” 
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national ruin. 


$20] : 
« Sheridan, his agents, and partizans, are, 
“ to the great injury of, your petitioner, in 


«© manifest violation of — the standing 
« orders of this Honourable House, in de- 
“ fiance of justice, in breach of the law, 
‘and to the utter destruction of equal 
“ trial —Your petitioner therefore prays that 
‘he may be permitted to prove the facts 
‘ above stated, at the bar of this Honoura- 
«“ ble House, that he may be heard by his 
“ counsel at the bar, and that this Honoura- 
“ ble House will take its witnesses under its 
“ protection, and give such relief as in 
« justice shall to this Honourable House 
“seem fit, And your petitioner shall ever 
« pray, &c,"———J AMES Pautt.—London, 
Fel. 25, 1807. 

Upon this there requires no comment. 
The honest part of mankind has only to 
read it, or hear it. On the proceedings in 
the House ypon this occasion, as well as 
upon the former division, some remarks 
shall be offered in my next. 
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ProceeDINGS IN Paruiamenr. (Conti- 
nued from page 295) [. Finance Plan. 
If. Barrack Abuses. WI. Westminster 


Election. IV. Sugar Trade. V. Poor Laws. 
——I. Upon the Finance Pran there have 
been several debates, On the 12th instant, 
Lord Castlereagh, at the close of a very long 
speech, in which he expressed his disappro- 
bation of the new plan of the ministers, and 
in which he asserted, that the said plan, if 
perseveredin, would ruin the country, moved 
no less than ten resolutions of his own, which 
resolutions will, in their proper place, be 
found in the Parliamentary Debates. Be- 
lore men argue, they should, if possible, 
come to a perfect understanding as to the 
meaning of the words, expressive of the 
thing, upon which they are about to argue. 
For the want of this preliminary step, upon 
the occasion referred to, the reader of the 
debates in question is at great loss to form 
his opinion as to the consequences of the 
plan; for, we are not precisely informed, 
Hor is it very easy for us to guess, what my 
Lord Castlereagh may mean by the words 
These words our ancestors 
would have applied to a state of things, in 
which one-seventh part of the people were 
Paupers; in which the poor rates levied 
"pon the land amounted, upon an average, 
. twice the rack rent of the lands in which 

© tax upon the land was put up to public 
, *, part of every man’s toad Bias thus ta- 
ken from him, while entails were broken i 
pon, and while part of the real property of 
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every article of the necessaries of life was 
loaded with taxes; and in which a system 
of excise, with all its spies and informers, 
Jeft no man’s house for one hour safe from 
official invasion; in which every man was 
compelled to pay to the one-tenth part of his 
annual income, the man who had no income 
but what arose from an annuity for life, or 
from his Jabour, being obliged to contribute 
therefrom in the same proportion as a man 
whose income arose from a freehold estate, 
and, such being the regulations of the im- 
post, that the taxers were authorised to im- 
pose upon each man a sum according to their 
pleasure, he bejng obliged to pay first and to 
appeal afterwards, being forbidden to call to 
his assistance any attorney or person learned 
in the law, and his appeal, in the Jast resort, 
being to the Judges alone, and not to a jury, 
and even to those Judges no other represen- 
tation of his being permitted to be made, 
than that made by the taxers themselves. If 
such a state of thimgs internal had been des- 
eribed to our forefathers, and, if, in addition 
thereunto, they had been told, that France 
had possessed herself of absolute sway in 
every country bordering upon the European 
seas, and that a large body of foreign troops 
were siationed in the heart of England, un- 
der the command of foreign officers ; if such 
a state of things had been described to our 
forefathers, would they not have Jaughed in 
the face of a man, who should have express- 
ed his apprehensions of approaching national 
ruin; and, especially, if those apprehensions 
arose from the adoption of a plan of finance, 
which would put, for the present, at least, a 
stop to the increasing progress of taxation ? 
Ruin to the stockholders may yet come, and 
come it will; rwiz to placemen and pen- 
sioners and. sycophants and jobbers and pe- 
culators and nabobs may, and will, come ; 
much confusion, and much suffering to ma- 
ny, may come; and, it is possible, that, from 
without, the lash of absolute personal slavery 
may reach us; bnt, as to general internal na- 
tional ruin, it is, in my opinion, impossible 
that it can be more complete than it now is, 
Therefore, while I have, upon this score, no 
apprebensions for the future, I heartily thank 
the ministers for having given us, not relicf 
(that fs yet to come, and must come) bat a 
pause in the progress of taxation. On the 
16th instant a Jong debate took place upon 
the Resolutions for the new plan, which.were 
passed, without a division, and agreed to, in 
acommittee of the whole house, On the 
19th, instant, after another debate, leave was 
given to bring in bills agreeably to the 1€80- 
lutions, which resolutions will be inserted in 
my next number, together, indeed, if J cap 
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find room, with those of Lord Castlereagh. 
Upon the future probable effects of 
this new plan we shall have time in plenty 
to remark hereafter. “At present I shal] only 
just notice one little confession, that dropped 
from Lord Henry Petty, ‘ that the great be- 
** nefit of the sinking fund, was, not somuch 
“* the hope it nreld out of extinguishing the 
** debt, or paying the interest for which the 
** public faith was pledged; but, the cer- 
‘* tainty it afforded of making stock a mar- 
‘* ketable commodity, so that the stockholder, 
‘* go when he pleased into the market, 
“* should find a purchaser for his stock.” 
This is the true character anc. description of 
the sinking fund ; but, it never was given to 
it before, that I recoliect, except by myself. 
It is .the vital principle of stock-jobbing. It 
is about eight millions a year raised upon the 
people for the purpose of keeping up the 
price of stock. It has no tendency whatever 
to diminish the delt; but, tends only to ren- 
der borrowing more easy, by always provi- 
ding a market for the stock. But, while his 
lordship makes this confession, Jet him no 
Jonger laugh at the old woman, who, in or- 
der to keep up the price of her eggs, gave 
her daughter money to come in‘o the market 
to purchase them. Sir James Pulteney 
seemed to wish that the sinking fund should, 
altogether, be diverted to the service of the 
year. Ah! Sir James, that is just what I 

roposed, when the inscrutably profound 

Ir. Addington, now Lord Viscount Sid- 
mouth (it is very proper in some people to 
change their names), atthe outset of this 
war, said, that he should want to borrow 
only just as much every year as the sinking 
fund would pay off. ‘‘ Well, Sir,” said I, 
** then, why borrow any at all? Why not 
“* apply the sinking fund to the services of 
“* the year, during the war, and save the 
** trouble and expense attending the making 
“* and the managing of new loans?” This 
was my proposition ; and, would you believe 
it, Sir James, the Pittites actually called me 
an assassin, that wished to rip up the vitals 
of my country; and Mr. Sheridan asserted, 
that I wished to overthrow the government ! 
No offence, however, do they seem to take 
at your proposition. You called yours a 
plan, Sir James, and a most excellent plan 
itis. Iam decidedly for your plan. Bring 
it forward in a shape for regular discussion, 
and, if you do not put your opponents to 
shame, I will be content to pass for an ideot. 
——The part which the daily newspapers 
have taken as to the new plan is truly wor- 
thy of their general character. The papers 
under the controul, direct or indirect, of the 
ministry, baye, of course applauded the plan, 








not, however, upon the ground, that it wil! 
operate tp the ease of the people, but, as a 
proof of the great wisdom of ‘* his Majesty's 
‘* confidential servants.” The Courier, 
which seems to be all ‘the Opposition” 
can afford to maintain, thought, at first, that 
it must join in the general cry of approba- 
tion, esnecially asthe Pittites did not venture 
to express 2 contrary sentiment. But now it 
has discovered, that the plan, ‘‘ which,” to 
use ifs own words, ‘* gave such incontro- 
«* vertible proof of the flourishing state of 
‘* our financial concerns; that the plan, 
‘* which had, in an in‘tant, given the lie to 
‘* all the gloomy predictions of Jack Cade” 
(meaning me, reader); ‘* that the plan, 
** which would effectually, and for ever, si- 
‘© Jence all our internal croakers, and that 
‘© would plunge Buonaparté in despair ; that 
« the plan, which, coming in conjunction 
‘* with the intelligence of the defeat of the 
“ French, had produced such universal joy 
‘** and activity amongst all ranks of people, 
‘« that the day on which the glad tidings ar- 
«« rived, though the anniversary of the death 
“© of the Blessed Martyr, was scarcely per- 
“* ceived to be a holy day:” this plan, this 
very plan, by this very same newspaper, is 
now described as the ‘‘ offspring of sanguine 
and puerile folly ;"’ as a ‘* deception,” as 
a ** delusion ;” as ** a bait wherewith to 
catch unmerited popularity ;” and, finally, 
as big with the utter and unnecessary * ruin 
of the country.”"———-Such is the hireling 
daily press of London. There are, | see, two 
new daily papers, the Aurora and the Pilot. 
The name of the latter, considering the al- 
lusion which it will, unavoidably, be sup- 
posed to make, was very injudiciously cho- 
sen; but, as far as I have been able to learn, 
both are perfectly free from corrupt in- 
flunece, and they contain, frequently, arti- 
cles of great merit. It is the daily press, 
with all the means that its senseless editors 
and greedy proprietors make use of to excite 
unnataral curiosity, and to inflame the pub- 
lic mind against every unfortunate creature 
that the Jaw Jays hold of: it is this press, 
which sticks at nothing to increase its pelt, 
that the nation is chietly indebted to for the 
terrible calamity that befel the metropolis on 
Monday last, and which, besides the morta- 
lity and the bodily suffering that has been 
produced, has, of course, created, in every 
part of the kingdom, a degree of anxiety 
hardly to be described by the utmost powers 
of eloquence. When I reflect on the num- 
ber of fathers and mothers, who had chil- 
dren in London, and who had not themeans 
of speedily ascertaining whether or not 
those children were amongst the sufferers; 
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and when I reflect on the disgrace which 


such an occurrence casts Upon the nation ; 
can I forbear to execrate these stirrers-up of 
an unnatural and even a blood-thirsty curio- 
sity? ‘These detestable prints seem to delight 
in relating horrid deeds. | They seem to de- 
light in punishment. They frequently hunt, 
as in the case of Patch, a man from the first 
dawn of suspicion to the moment when his 
eves are closed in the night of death. Were 
there upon earth a father so wicked as to 
wish to pervert the minds of his children, te 
make them incapable of distinguishing be- 
tween good and bad, to render them at once 
profligate and greedy, servile and insolent by 
turns; ina word, to make them a disgrace 
and a curse to humanity, the most effectual 
means of succeeding in the diabolical wish 
would be to make them constantly read, and 
adopt what they read in the columns of the 
London daily press. Begying the reader’s 
pardon for having, thus, piled digression 
upon digression, I now return to the Pro- 
ceedings in Parliament. II. The subject 
of Barrack Asuses was revived by Mr. 
Robson, on the 16th instant. He repeated 
the first of his motions, made: Jast year, and 








to be found, under the head of Barrack | 
Aluses, in Volume X. Hestated, “‘ that, if , 


‘ his suggestions, upon this subject, had, at 
“ first, been acted upon, more than ¢wo 
“ millions would, thereby, have been saved 
‘to the public out of the hire of buildings, 
“ the repairs of buildings, and the rent of 
“ temporary barracks. In the Second Re- 
“ port of Military Inquiry there appeared a 
“case which he should refer to in support 
“of this assertion. It was there stated, 
“that a Mr, Page, who became. Barrack 
“ master at Winchester, in 1801, leaguing 
“with a Mr. Green, a lawyer, bought a 
“* house, which had been before rented as a 
“ barrack, for £63. per ann. but which was 
“not worth more than €30; after which 
the government’ had teen charged £163. 
_ per annum for it. The whole sum that 
. had been paid for this barrack, since the 

year 1791, amounted to £1779) though, 
according to the usual allowance to offi- 
, Ochs, only £83. 10s. ought to have’ been 
,, Paid for it, as ie did not appear that the 
|, barrack had been ‘oecupied by officers for 
_, more than one year of the whole term. 
“* also. to. call the’ attention of the | 
,, House to the case ‘of a Barrack ‘called 
. > Queen's Barrack, at Weymouth,which 
pe. had visited in the middle of September. 
“4 barrack contained 700; ‘and some- 
« mes 800 men, und rhéughso%great "ext | 
: pecdaras incprred;!sthe accommodations | 

oT the ofticers aad inénawers éktreniely | 


heii 


This certainly ealled for inquiry He | 
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“© bad. The building was in a low situation, 
‘* in a narrow street, near a public brew- 
“* house, without any convenience of water, 
** but froma pump, which was at a distance 
** and often dry, and without any place for 
** exercising a company, so that sixty guineas 
‘* a year were paid for a piece of land, at a 
** considerable distance, for that purpose. 
‘¢ ‘The stories of the building were but five 
** feet high, and extremely inconvenient, 
‘© and there were no drains to carry oft the 
** filthy water. He was sure, when h 

‘* these circumstances, 
** would not think him too anxious in pres- 
** sing the inquiry. 
‘* tion forward, he did not mean to impute 
‘* blame to any man; the evil originated in 
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Mr. Robson then made his motion, which 
Lord Howick, in the true Pitt manner, op- 
posed, upon the ground of their being no ne- 
cessity for it, as there were commissioners ap- 
pointed to make the inquiry, and also upon 
the ground of the trouble which the acting 
upon the motion would give to the Barrack 
Department! Mr. Robson said, in reply, 


up to its present extent, and his Majesty's 


| 
! ** ministers say tbey had not yet had time to 


take thenecessary measures for preventing 


‘€ the state of the barracks from being a re- 
€¢ 


| 
f- 
| 
| 
| 


proach to the country. But when would 
that desirable day come? He knew not 
whether the barrack he had adverted to 
was rented or had been purchased, but 
his motion would reach that fact. It was 
unnecessary for him to state to the House 
the necessity of economy. He understood 
that the Barrack Department in Ireland 
was in as bad a state as in Great Britain, 
and he was the more alarmed at this, be- 
cause he Jooked at the expenditure of that 
country in the gross, which was now 
nearly equal to the charge for Great Bri- 
tain, and could not but reflect, that 15 se- 
venteenths of whatever sums should be 
expended for barracks in Ireland, would 
be to be defrayed by taxes levied 
upon the people of this country.”——— 


that the papers he called for could be 
roduced in one day; and if not, that the 
due ought not to separate without an 
inquiry why, in a department in which 
five hundred and ninety-one persons were 
employed, the accounts could not be pro- 
duced without delay? In his own defence 
he should state, that a motion which he 
had the honour to make last session, rela- 
‘tive*to ‘one district, had bad the effect of 
lowering the rents of Larraeks in that dis- 
trict one-half, and he had a right to ex- 


“pect a similar reduction in every other dis-— 
‘© trict, "———The motion was rejected with- 
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out a division! And here, again, we see the 
reformer, the parliamentary reformer, Lord 
Howick !——The Commissioners will never 
come at the facts, which Mr. Robson has in 
contemplation. If his motions were agrecd 
to, and honestly acted upon, they would pro- 
duce a disgorging of not less than two mil- 
lions of plander. But, then, how many 
snug fortunes would this disturb! How ma- 
ny genteel families, the daughters of which 
are learning to play upon the piano forte, 
and the sons of which are receiving a genteel 
education, upon the strength of promises to 
be enabled to become blood-suckers as their 
fathers have been ; how many nests of this 
sort would this cruel man ferret out! Of 
Mr. Page and Harry Green of Winchester, 
the Barrack history is curious. It shall be 
related in a future number, when the public 
will see, that it was not in the regular course 
ot official inquiry that the discovery was 
made. 
the Wesrminster Petition I have thought 
it best to take notice in a letter addressed to 
the petitioners, and which letter will be 
found at the head of this sheet.——IV. To 
afford some relief to the SuGar and Rum 
Txaper a bill has been brought into parlia- 
ment to augment the duty upon brandy im- 
ported; and some regulations are to be 
adopted for the purpose of aiding the sale of 
sugar. ‘Lhis measure may do some little 
matter for the West Indians; but, ina na- 
tional point of view, it is, 1 think, impossi- 
ble that it should be attended with any be- 
nefit. It is like the sinking fund scheme ; 
what is given with one hand is taken away 
with the other. There was, however, an 
observation or two made in the House of 
Commons, when the measure was pioposed, 

hat are worthy of attention. Mr. Rose (an 
old hand at this work), said, that the price of 
brandy being now about seventeen shillings a 
g illon, and the original cost being only about 
Aalf a crown, all the rest being duty, any ad- 
ditional duty would be a temptation to smug- 
gling; that is to say, it might tempt some 
unreasonable and wicked scoundrels to 
endeevour to get a gallon of brandy for 
half -a-crewn, instead of nineteen shil- 
lings. ‘* Aye,” said Lord Henry Pet- 
ty, with all the vivacity and keenness be- 
longing to his age and his office, ‘ so it 
‘** might, but his Majesty's ministers have it 
** In contemplation to reward those able and 
** meritorious gentlemen, the excise and 
** custom house officers, by allotting them a 
«* share in all the prixes they may make, whe- 
** ther by land or sea.” This is acting upon 
the true belligerent principle. It is treating 
the smugglers like alien enemies; and, sure- 
jy, they ought so to be considered, when 
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they actually make war against the sacred 
principle, that it is the duty of every man to 
pay taxes, till he has nat a shirt left to his 


back But, our vigilant and vigorous chay- 
cellor does not stop here ; for, in answer tg 
apprehensions, expressed by Mr. Rose, du- 
ring the debate upon the Finance Plan, that 
certain of the war-taxes, now to be morte. 
ged, would fall off in amount at the peace 
(for he really talked of peace in the usual 
strain !), our blithe Chancellor told him, not 
only of the above-mentioned scheme of ¢)- 
couraging the revenue officers to act with 
new vigour, but that, as a large military es. 
tablishment would be necessary in time of 
peace, the éroops might be employed upon 


| the same service, and encouraged by the 


same means; and that, thus, the revenue and 
the military force would be a mutual sup- 
port to each other ! Loving and tender reci- 
procity! Blessed state, wherein for a peo- 
ple, who boast of their freedom, to exist! 


_ Pitts’ system was sharp enough; but, we 








have never yet seeu the bayonet at the dpor 
of the brewhouse, the distillery, the wine 
vault, or the malt kiln The taxgatherer 
and exciseman have, we know, the constable 
at their elbow and the soldier in reserve; 
buat, hitherto, we have not, at any rate, seeu 
them come aciually at the head of a troop -- 
V. In the meanwhile, however, as it were 
for the purpose of reconciling the ignorant 
to this state of ‘* improvement,” as his }ord- 
ship called it, Mr. Whitbread is coming for- 
ward, in grand solemnity, with a new plau 
of Poor Laws. Of this plan, as deve- 
loped in the newspaper reports, I shall have 
much to say, upon a future occasion ; at pre- 
sent I shall content myself with giving it as 
my decided opinion, that the scheme, except 
as far as it goes to do away the restrictions 4 
to settlements, has in contemplation regula- 
tions the most absurd as well as most unjust 
that ever were conceived by mortal man. If 
a plan like this were really to be adopted, !, 
for my part, should not be at all surprised, '! 
some one were to propose the selling of the 
poor, or the mortgaging of them to the 
fund-holders.—— Aye! you may wince; 
you may cry Jacobin and Leveller as Jong * 
you please. I wish to see the poor men 
England what the poor men of England were 
when I was born; and, from endeavourn; 
to accomplish this wish, nothing but the 
want of the means shall make me desis. 
This is, indeed, an important subject ; and, { 
promise, that it net be neglected 
Sin Home Porsam; the Dexicats !* 
VESTIGATION ; the CaprurE or CuRk* 
coa; and several other topics must be or 
ferred till my next sheet. 
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SUGAR TRADE. 
Concluded from page 224. 

if the present arrangements for this 
irpose are faulty, let them be amended ; 
let the duties on the importation of foreign 
corn; the low duties as well as the high au- 
ties if necessary, be augmented. But, when 
it is proposed to permit the distillation of 
British sugar and molasses, which wil] put 
into the pockets of our own people some 
hundreds of thousands of pounds, new paid 
to foreigners to purchase materials for distil- 
lation, which we have cheaper of our own, 
let us not impute.to that measure inconve- 
niencies, Which a very smal] portion of skill 
and care will suffice to prevent, or, rather, 
which nothing less than a total want of skill 
and care €an possibly permit to happen.—@. 
The old proportion between the duties on 
East Indian and West Indian sugars should 
be restored. For the protection of those 
Englishmen who had been encouraged to 
invest their capitals in the culture of sugar in 
the English West Indian islands, and to in- 
vite the investment of new capitals in the 
same object, and in adherence to the system 
of reciprocal monopoly, originally establish- 
edin the commerce between Great Britain 
and those of her islands, while the du- 
ties on the sugar of those dependencics 
amounted, as I have already mentioned, to 
only Gs. 4d. per cwt, East Indian sugar was 
subjected to an a valorem duty of nearly 
£40 per cent, which operated as a total pro- 
hibition to the importation of it. But within 
the last thirty years, as we have seen, the 
duties on West Indian sugar have been raised 
to 27s. (and contingently to 30s.) per cwt, 
aud the amount and assessment of the duty 
on East Indian sugars have likewise been 
completely changed, so that at present there 
isonly a very trifling difference (less I think 
than half a crown per cwt.) between the two, 
In consequence of this, and of the encreased 
expence of cultivating estates in our West 
lndies, the English planter is really liable to 
be driven out of the English market (and he 
is prohibited from seeRing another) by the 
sugar of Hindostan. The quantity of the 

latter of late brought to England (accordi 
to the last account laid before the een at 
Commons, which I have seen) has not in- 
more than seven twenty hun- 
a tons annually ; and several most intel- 
gent directors have formally recorded in the 
books of the India House, their deliberate 
ae ry opinion, that this branch of trade 
Paley ah the interests of the Company, 
uy their protest against the extension of it. 
“ut neither this fact, nor the actual modeta- 


Non of the import from India, affords any | who 
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permanent security to the English planter. 
The alteration in the proportion of the du- 


ties (like the similar alteration in the propor- 
tion of those on English rums and foreign 
spiriis) was a gross breach of faith towards 
all those Englishmen, who had expended 
their money in cultivating our sugar islands, 
confidently relying on that effectual prefer- 
ence in the market, which had been held out 
to them by parliament, and recognised in 
numberless instances, during upwards of a 
hundred and twenty years. The alterations 
should therefore be rescinded, and the old 
proportion restored. ‘This may now be ea- 
sily effected, and without any just cause of 
complaint, or pretence of injury, on the part 
of the East-India Company : but by delay it 
may become difficult, nay, by a long delay it 
may even be rendered harsh towards that 
corporation, if they shall previously have 
much enlarged theic dealings in sugar, in 
expectation of the continuance of the present 
rates. 7. It should be permitted, that 
the manufacture of sugar should be com- 
pleted in the West-Indies, by that easy and 
almost costless process of refinery, of which 
the growers have the means. ‘This act of 
natural justice would be of great benefit to 
the growers, to the consumers, and to the 
revenue ; but as the devellopement of 
this matter would make this letter too 
long, I propose to make it the subject 
of a separate communication, Thus, 
Sir, I have set forth several of the chief 
grievances, under which the owners of 
sugar estates in our West Indian islands !a- 
bour ; together with some obvious modes of 
relief, which may be safely and conveniently 
administered to their distresses, Most of 
these modes of relief, will in fact, be found 
to consist simply in a return to that wise sys- 
tem of mutually beneficial policy, in the 
dealings of Great Britain towards this class 
of her people, which had so long been main- 
tained, and impliedly guaranteed by parlia- 
ment; through confidence in the inviolabi- 
lity of which, Englishmen were induced to 
adventure their capitals on the other side of 
the Atlantic; and against which, strengthen- 
ed as the fabric had been by the co-operating 
labours of successive legislatures in its sup- 
port; consolidated as it was by the prosper- 
ous exprimer of more than 120 years, and 
consecrated as it was by national faith; the 
rash wickedness of adventurous statesmen 
never till within these thirty years ow 9 
e 
throughout endeavoured to avoid that tone 
of asperity and comitation, which is so na- 
turally excited from the feelings of men, 
find themselves hurled, by a course of 
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injusti¢e, of oppression, and of cruelty, 
from the enjoyments of patrimonial af- 
fluence, to the very threshold of beggary. I 
have good hopes in the justice and wisdom 
of the present administration ; I look for proof 
of these in continuance of the proposed in- 
troduction of sugar into the distilleries, and 
in the steps they have taken to rescue our West 
Indian islands from their dependence for ne- 
cessary food on provinces, which are known to 
be under the necessity of having recourse to 
other countries for part of their own food. 
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gentlemen of the two universities may not 
be puzzled. On some future occasion I shal] 
trouble you with some observations, on wha; 
the question is. Believe me, Sir, it js in 
your power to lay this question for ever to 
rest: to make the profession of a know. 














3y means of this dependence alone, which 
was established little more than 20 years 
igo, itis a known fact, that in one year, 
many thousands of persons perished by 
famine in the single island of Jamaica. One 
thing more I must however add. It is of 
the highest importance, that whatever may 
be done for our West-India proprietors, 
should be done on systematical principles, and 
so far as circumstances permit, with a view 
to permanency. For several years past, since 





ledge of the learned languages, almost as 
ridiculous, as the profession of the be- 
lief in witchcraft.—Jt is not a question 
on the merit or demerit of the Greek 
or Latin anthors; on which, however, 
much may be said that has never entered the 
imagination of the ‘‘ heads of houses.” But 
this has no necessary connection with the 
present discussion. Whatever excellence 
they may contain, no one, in the least 
acquainted with the subject, can deny, 
that the sense of these writers may be 
conveyed through the medium of transla- 
lations; and as for the style, if that cannot 
be caught by persons who have dedicated a 
great part of their lives to the study of those 
Janguages, and who have (in several in- 











their produce has been loaded with such 
enormous duties, and since the wise ancient 
policy, under which their prosperity and that 
of their countrymen so long went hand in 


stances), employed many years in the trans- 
lation of particular works, how can it be ex- 
pected of those, whose public or private du- 
ties, have not allowed them the same learned 
leisure? Either the translations of Demos- 








hand, has been departed from by diminishing 
the drawback, by favouring foreign spirits, | 
and by admitting East-Indian sugar, they | 
have been in almost constant dread of im- 





pending ruin ; and they have in consequence 
been compelled every twelve or fifteen 


thenes, for instance, by Francis or Leland, 
communicate to the English reader, a just 
idea of the sense and style of that great ora- 
tor, or they do not. And, if the latter, how 
very few individuals can possibly have time or 


months to teize the servants of the crown, 


for some new modification or correction of | 
the mischiefs, which these experimental | 
violations of the old and tried system have | 


In any case such a course of | 
_ class of persons be so employed ? 


occasioned, 
temporizing shifts and expedients is bad 
enough: in this particular case it is pecu- 
liarly odious. It has placed our West-Indian 
interest in a_ state of complete dependence 
on the ministry of the day; and it shocks 
our best feelings, by driving Englishmen of 
large heriditary possessions, of liberal educa- 
cations, enlightened minds, and independent 
spirit, to dance attendance at the treasury 
(like the wretched aliens of France at Mr. 
Reeve's office), to beg the alms of some new 
connections interposition, which may for 
another year save themselves from a gaol, 
and their families from a poor-house.—X.X. 
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Str,—Believing there is no enquiry res- 
pecting education of more importance than 
that which you have proposed, as to the uti- 
_ lity of the learned languages; I hope yon 
will give me room for a few lines, to state, 
what the question is not ; that the learned 








opportunity, to obtain the same degree of 
skill in the Greek languages, as these trans- 
lators possessed.—If translations do convey 
enough of the meaning and spirit of the an- 
tient authors, why should not a particular 
Why 
should not a few curious scholars so occupy 
themselves for their own emolument, and 
the benefit, (if any,) of the public? This 
has been done with great success in the lan- 
guages ofthe East; and would, perhaps, be 
one of the greatest benefits of the division of 
labour, which many suspect to be carried too 
far on other subjects.—But it may, I believe 
it has been, said, that although we can get by 
the means of translations, al] that is valuable 
in the writings of the orators, philosophers, 
and historians of Greece and Rome, the 
Leauties of their poets cannot be socommunt- 
cated, Beitso. Where is the loss? Has 
not every variety of idea—every turn of ex- 
pression, been adopted and naturalized by 
the poets of our own country? Is there 
not in the English language far more than 
enough of excellent poetry, than could be 
cupy the leisure of the most unemployed? 
And who, but a pedantic fool, would not r2- 
ther quote an agreeable or useful passage, 
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from a language that would be equally un- 
derstood by his hearers, whether assembled 
‘athe houses of parliament, or sitting in the 
domestic circle ? S. 
«* LEARNED LANGUAGES.” 
No. 9. 

Sir,.——You have thrown down the 
ewntlet of defiance, and I doubt not you 
will find many willing and able to take it up. 
The question itself is not new: long since 
parties have arranged themselves upon dif- 
‘erent sides, and displayed their respective 
reasonings with all the force they have been 
able. You have once more revived the con- 
troversy, by a bold and unqualified negation, 
couched in terms perhaps too general, but 
which will not, I apprehend, obscure your 
meaning. For my own part, Sir, in the ge- 
neral tendency of your opinion, I cordially 
agree with you: for I conceive the spirit of 
your objection to be against the /enguage 
not the diderature of the ancients; and the 
study of the dearned languuges (as they are 
exclusively called) merely with a view to 
ground arrogant pretensions of superiority 
upon, has ever appeared to me futile and 
even contemptible. The only true and va- 
luable learning, as you justly observe, con- 
sists in the possession of knowledge, and in 
the power of communicating that know- 
ledge: and jn what manner the acquisition 
of the ancient languages can be deemed in- 
dispensibly necessiry to this knowledge, I 
am at a loss to conjecture. Things and not 
words ought to be the primary concern of a 
rational being: and the former are to be ob- 
tained as well in an English as in a Latin or 
aGreek dress. I will take history as an 
example ; for this species of composition is 
principally conversant about those subjects 
essenual to general and useful knowledge.— 
The man who reads Livy, Tacitus, Sallust, 
Cesar, Xenophon, Thucydides, &c. in their 
original language, comes forward with a 
haughty mien, with a scornful look, with a 
bloated self-importance, and boasts his 
learning: I grant, his learning is two-fold ; 
he knows the facts, he knows also the lan- 
§uages in which those facts are narrated: 
—the man likewise who has read these au- 
thors in approved translations, or who has 
digested their essence in comprehensive 
compilations, may also step boldly forward 
with the conscious independence of merit, 
_ pa oe unblanehed countenance enter 
aaa a bai more pompous linguist. I 
thickens at oon the boasted superiority of 
in th it, If in any thing it consists 
whan , te ] read citizen he reads civis: 

1 read and, he reads et; where 1 read 








~ FEBRUARY 28, 1807.— 











* Learned Languages.” [343 


aman of refined taste, he reads homo emunct@ 
naris ; where I perhaps read solid friendship 
consists in the same desires, the same aver- 
sions, he probably reads idem velle, idem nol- 
le, firma amicitia est: &c. &c. But, hea- 
vens! is this a knowledge upon which a 
man is to pride himself: is this school boy 
exercise of memory, this mechanical opera- 
tion of the human faculties, to draw the line 
between genius and stupidity, between eru- 
dition and ignorance? Is not the real, the 
essential, the useful knowledgé which we 
both possess equal? Is not my acquaintance 
with the general current of events, with the 
causes that produced them, with the conse- 
quences that resulted from them, as full, as 
complete, as beneficial as his? Am I not 
enabled to draw the same inferences? To 
make the same applications? ‘To apply the 
same reasonings? Can I not estimate with 
the same accuracy the motives of the actors ? 
Cannot I acquire the same general and ac- 
cumulated stock of information? In fact, 
that useful knowledge which consists in the 


concentration of events for the purpose of 


applying them by way of comparison, illus- 
tration, or argument when needful, is pos- 
sessed equally by both of us: and willingly 
may be resigned to the pedant, the empty, 
air-blown, frivolous fame of possessing two 
or three words for the same idea, where I 
have only one. Perhaps it may be said, my 
knowledge will not be so accurate, because 
translators may mistake the meaning of an 
author, or may wilfully pervert it: to the 
first objection I answer, I probably might be 
as mistaken as he, supposing 1 knew the 
original ; owing to the obscurity and contu- 
sion in which many parts of the classics are 
involved: and, as to the second, allowing 
that a man may occasionally be so warped by 
prejudice or party as to purposely pervert 
the meaning of an author, yet this is not al- 
ways the case, and others may be found who 
have more impartiality, for of almost all the 
classics there is more than one translation 
extant. What has been here said of history 
will apply equally to ethics, criticism, philo- 
sophy, dialectics, &c.—But with regard to 
poetry and eloquence, the case differs. Here 
the imagination, and not the judgment, is 
brought into play. We are to be amused, 
delighted, charmed, but not instructed. We 
are torise from perusal, our ears tickled with 
harmonious versification, our fancies bewil- 
dered with beautiful imagery and apt simi- 
lies, our minds loaded with metaphor, ava- 
phora, metonymy, synecdoche, dactyls, 
spondees, iambics, pyrrhics, amphibrachs 
and a chaos of abstract personifications, 
which are indeed infinitely amusing and of- 
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fen enrapture the soul ‘ lapping it in Ely- 
sium,” but which bave no more real and ne- 
cessary connection with substantial, useful 
knowledge, than an ear for music, an eye 
for painting, or a palate for-haut yout, And 
even here the utile (forgive me, Sir, turning 
my back upon you for a moment) may be 
extracted from translations though certainly 
the dudce will evaporate. But these things 
are at best agreeable recreations for idle fan- 
cies: and the mau who never read Horace, 
but in the imitations of Pope (by far the 
liveliest transeript of bis manner) or Virgil, 
but in the translation of Dryden, or Homer, 
but in the version of the former, wil! have 
little reason to complain of his loss, while in 
addition, he has free access to the beauties of 
Shakespeare, Milton, Dryden, Pope, Aken- 
side, and ahost of native poets. And the 
same may be said of all works purely imagi- 
native.—-—Thbus far, Sir, you will perceive 
that my sentiments run pretty parallel with 
your own: but, I cannot assent uncondi- 
tionally to the whole of your fulminations, 
and among others, that the learned languages 
as a part of education are ‘‘ worse than use- 
Jess;"’ for, since the current of opinion has 
setin so strongly in their favour, and they 
are often a medium of wealth, reputation, 
and dignity, on these considerations perhaps, 
we ought to view them with more lenity. 
The philosopher sees many things in the 
world which uncorrupt reason knows to. be 
folly, but which the expediency of the times 
bids him sanction ; and, among these proba- 
bly, is the study of languages as the road to 
distinction.——This, Sir, is only an adum- 
bration of the reasonings which might be 
brought forward upon this subject; and 
which L expect to see brought forward by 
yourself, when all your opponents have en- 
tered the field, Meanwhile, I should feel 
gratified by the insertion of the above, if it 
meet your approbation, and remain, Sir, &c. 
-—ATTALUS. Liverpool, Feb. 1, 1807. 
‘* LEARNED LANGUAGES.” 
No. 10. 

Sir ;———Y our manly avowal of your sen- 
timents, with regard to classical erudition, 
bas drawn upon you a swarm of those minor 
scholars, who conscious of possessing neither 
talents nor knowledge, are still ambitious to 
retain the distinction of learning, upon the 
strength of a proficiency in the ancient Jan- 
guages. Amongst the most impertinent of 
these pretenders to literature, is your corres- 
pondent P.F. (No. 3) whose fatile argu- 
ments you have deemed unworthy of your 
notice. But, whilst you reserve the powers 
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wit, to engage some mighty champion of the 
Universities; you may probably allow on 

of your humb!est admirers, to endeavour to 
detect one at least of the numerous fallacies 
of your correspondent.—After mentioning. 
with deserved praise; many of the celebrate.! 
and erustite writers who adorned the age of 
Elizabeth ; he states, that, you will probably 
oppose Shakespeare to these ‘* illustrious 
** persons.” ‘“* But,’ continues he trium. 
phantly, ‘* he will be of no service to your 
‘© cause, for it is allowed on all hands, that 
“* what he did was by dint of genius only; 


| “ so, that where learning is the subject, he 


«< 


is quite out of the question.” Ii is upon 
this assertion, that I presume to trouble you 
with a tew remarks. You have defined 
learning, to be the ‘‘ possession of know- 
‘* ledge, and the faculty of communicating 
** jt to others; and your correspondent 
seems tacitly to have agreed, that such is its 
true signification; and, surely, you never 
meant to exclude from that definition, the 
very ground work of all human wisdom, the 
knowledge of human nature. That our 
great poet, possessed this knowledge, and the 
power of imparting it, in the most eminent 
degree, few will venture to deny. The Book 
of Nature lay before him, and amply did it 
repay hisstudies. The knowledge of Shake- 
speare has been called intuitive, and those 
airy flights of imagination, that sublime, and 
beautiful fancy, which can picture unexisting 
beings, and transport us to other worlds, are, 
indeed, the peculiar gifts of heaven-born ge- 
nius; but, that nice delineation of character, 
those minute, yet, striking traits, which 
bring the feelings of his heroes home to every 
bosom, can only be the effect of long and 
patient investigation, into the nature and ha- 
bits of men; and, surely, this is learning in 
its highest sense ; it is wisdom, and the ex- 
perience of two centuries has confirmed its 
value.—Of the learned and illustrious au- 
thors of his own times, whom P. F. has op- 
posed to Shakespeare, neither Hooker, Ba- 
ron, nor Raleigh, can fairly be compared 
with him. The provinces of theology, and 
of science, are essentially different from that 
of poetry. One poet only has he mention- 
ed, and hence, the comparison is surely 10 
our favour ; I should pity the taste of bim 
who could prefer the affected rhapsodies of 
Sydney, to the natural and simple eloquence 
peare, The only writer of ‘fiat 
age, who can fairly be placed in competition 
with him, is Ben Johnson, 4 poet of no mean 
genius, and of great classical acquirements. 
He too affected to deplore the ignorance of 
his great rival; yet his productions, with 





of your reason, your eloquence, and your 


one or two exceptions, are gradually striking 
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‘ato Johnson, and chiefly valued as they 
contribute to elucidate some obscure passages 
in our iunmortal bard.—It is a favourite ar- 
eument with the advocates of classical erudi- 
tion, that an intimate acquaintance with the 
congues of Greece and Rome, is necessary to 
a thorough understanding of our own, But, 
can they name one author, in the whole cir- 
cle of English literature, who has so much 
enriched and beautified our language, as 
Shakespeare? Dr. Johnson, himself a most 
bigotted scholar, has adopted him as the 
most frequent authority in his Dictionary ; 
and it is his English, the English of Pope, 
and of Addison, and not the gallicisms of 
Gibbon, o tthe pompous Latinisms of John- 
son, that I would vindicate from the con- 
tempt of these classical innovators; and, I 
may venture to predict, that, as long as our 
despised, but beautiful, and expressive lan- 
guage exists, and long after the barbarous 
pedants of this age, shall have been forgot- 
ten, our poet of nature, shall continue to be 
the admiration, and the pride, of his coun- 
trymen.—I am, Sir, with great respect, &c. 
—R.—Fel. 10, 1807. 





« TPARKED LANGUAGES.’ 


No. Ii, 


Sir,—Although I am yet ignorant of the 
fate of my former essay on the Learned Lan- 
guages, the insertion of which I could, in- 
deed, willingly see superseded by the ap- 
pearance of abler productions, I venture to 
communicate to you some turther sugges- 
tions on the same subject. Were that essay 
now in my possession, I would retrench 
from it the introduction, which strikes me 
as peculiarly ostentatious ; and correct some 
inaccuracies of expression ¢hat escaped me at 
the time, but of which you will be liberal 
enough not to take advantage. One strong 
reason for the study of the antient languages 
in order to understand our own, is, that with 
the exception of a few nouns and primitive 
verbs, our vocables are almost all taken, 
either mediately or immediately, from 
the Latin or Greek. This is no doubt 
an unfortunate circumstance, and has in 
great part originated in an extravagant 
attachment to the ancient languages. It is 
unfortunate, because it has rendered the un- 
derstanding of our vernacular to afi ob- 
ject of great difficulty ; while the roots and 
primary significations of our words must be 
wr for in a foreign language ; and while 
redbagon of carriage, if 1 may so speak, of 
on ‘naate and —_— endless associations S 

ogress, have given rise to an y 
re variety of acceptation. » ip wodld be 
fortunate for us did we possess a lan- 
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guage like the Greek or thé Germans, in 
which the most abstract and complicated 
words are composed from a few simple roots, 
which admit of an endless variety of combi- 
nation; all of which combinations can be 
easily understood, because their constituent 
parts are universallyfamiliar. Thus the Greeks 
could continually enrich their language with- 
out adding to its obscurity: an advantage 
which the Germans in a great measure also 
possess. But, whatever be the constitution 
of our language, it is with it as with our pos 
litical constitution, though we now and then 
venture to suggest a repair or an armeliorati- 
on, yet we must still preserve the old ground 
woak, Now, | conceive, that the difficulty 
of understanding all of those words derived 
from the Latin, and more particalarly from 
the Greek, nearly equals that of thoroughly 
understanding these languages. When a 
man knows a few roots in Greek, his labour 
is wel] nigh over ; the endless combinations 
of thsee roots with a little attention and 
judgment, are easily resolved; but from this 
the mere English scholar is precluded, and 
his memory is loaded with a multiplicity of 
words, that present no sensible hold, and 
can almost never be universally retain- 
ed. The Dictionary must be continn- 
ally on his table. Any one who has wit- 
nessed the progress of anatomical students 
will testify, that those unacquainted with the 
original languages of the nomenclature, are 
presented with almost unsurmountable ob- 
stacles in its acquisition; while those who 
are acquainted with the sources find little 
difficulty. The same observation applies 
nearly to the whole circle of scienee, Mixing 
in the world and general reading will not of 
themselves enable a young man to form ace 
curate conceptions of the import of words ; 
the general acceptation he may, indeed, in 
some sort thus acquire; but, if he would ate 
tain precision and avoid ambiguity, the Lexe 
icographer either of our own or other lan- 
guages must be frequently consulted. 
J. B——x.——Edinturgh, Feb.18, 1807. 


DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Recarrure oF Buenos Ayres. From the 
London Gazette. Downingestreet, Janue 
ary 27, 1807. 

The attempt was accordingly come 
menced, on the 28th, by the navy; but 
the water proving too shallow to admit 
of the ships pols Co near to calle 
nonade it with , a farther effort was 
necessarily givey up.—Upon this I demed it 
advisable, withthe co-operative concurrence 
of Sir H. Popham, to take possesion of the 
town of Maldonado, as a favourable position 
for the purpose of refreshing the troops, 
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mounting my cavalry, and carrying on 
such other arrangements as might 
thereafter appear most necessary.— Now 
a moment. was lost; and, accordingly, 
on the evening of the 29th, I landed with 
about 400 men, composed principally of a 
a of the 38th Regiment, under Col. 
fassal, and advanced against the town, 
which seemed to be occapied by about 
60u Regulars and Militia, mostly moun- 
ted, with 1 howitzer, and 1 long 47 
pounder field-piece, both brass.—Not- 
withstanding we were without any ar- 
tillery, the enemy were soon dispersed, 
with the loss of their guns, and about 50 
men killed and wounded. The loss on our 
side was 2 killed and 4 wounded, of His 
Majesty's 38th Regiment.—7To cool the in- 
trepidity of our little columa on this occa- 
sion much praise is due, as it advanced, 
with the utmost steadiness and alacrity, and 
witheut firing a shot, until sufficiently near 
to make a certainty of carrying both the 
guus avd the town, which was principally 


done by the bayonet, notwithstanding the | 


adyauce was made under heavy discharges of 
grape and musketry.—To the well-known 
gallantry and ability of Col, Vassal, I feel 
ruyself much indebted ; and the conduct of 
every other Officer iu the field has com- 
manded my thanks.—At day-break, yester- 
day morning, I detached Col. Vassal to take 
possesion of the heavy batteries on the beach 
of the harbour, and on the Peninsula, 
which precluded any communication for 
the enemy between the main’ land and the 
strong island and post of Goretti, situated 
in, andy much commanding, the bay of 
Maldonado, and which, in consequence, in 
the course of the day, surrendered at discre- 
tion, to a summons sent from Sir H. Pop- 
ham, and thereby prevented the necessity 
of carrying it by storm, and the consequent 
bloodshed thatmight.have ensued, Daring 
yesterday and this morning, the chief part 
the remainder of the treops have been land- 
ed, and] have already contrived to mount 
nearly one half ot my cavalry.—The Wel- 
Jington transport being directed to sail im- 
mediately to Kngland, I have taken the 
liberty of addressing this short account of 
my proceedings directly to -you, Sir H. 
Popham having represented to me his ina- 
bility to. dispatch a vessel at this time to the 
Cape ot Good Hope, precluding me 
the power of making my report through the 
regular channel of Lt. Gen. Sir D. Baird.— 
I ought not to omit to mention the very 
steady and praise-worthy conduct of a small 
party of Marincs and armed Scamen, sent 


en shore by Sir H, Popham, who joined and 
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composed part of our column, on its way jp. 
| to the town, and occupied such positions as 
| were allotted to them during the night, in 
| such a correct manner, as to reflect the great. 


est credit both on the officers that command. - 


| ed them, and their own zeal and discipline. 
| —I should also be wanting in justice to my 
| own feelings, if 1 closed my dispatch, with- 
| out acknowledging the services I have receiy- 
ed from Lt. Col. Brownrigg, and Major 
Trotter of the $3d Regt. acting Deputy-Ad- 
jutant-Genl. to the Forces at present under 
my command. And I also beg leave to ac- 
knowledge the assistance afforded me by Ma- 
jor Tucker, of the 72d regt. who, by per- 
mission of Lt. Gen. Sir D. Baird, is with me 
on this occasion, and acting in the capacity 
of Military Secretary.—I herewith have the 
honour to inclose the return of such ord- 
nance, amnwvinition, and stores, as have yet 
been discovered.—I have the honour to be, 
&e. J.T. Backuouse, Lieut. Co). 47th. Reg. 

Return of the killed and wounded of the 
Troops under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Backhouse, in the attack of Maldonado, on 
the 20th of Oct. 1806.—38 Reg. 2 rank and 
file killed, 4 rank and file wounded. 

(Signed) W. R. Trorrer. 

Return of Ordnance, Ammunition, and 
Stores, &c. taken from the enemy, in the 
town and vicinity of Maldonado, and island 
of Goretti, on the 29th of Oct. 1806. 

Brass Ordnance. 1 Six-inch howitzer, 
with ten rounds of ammunition: 1 Six- 
| pounder, with ten rounds of ditto—TIron 
| Ordinance, 12 20-pounders on Sea Batte- 
nes, 20 24-pounders on the Island of Go- 
retti. 700 Muskets. 200 Pistols. 300Swords, 
108 Barrels of Powder. (Signed) A. Wat- 
son, Capt. KR. M. Artillery. —N.B. The 
above is the most correct return | have yet 
been able to collect. 

(Signed) W.R. Trorrenr, A, Gen. 
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Admiraliy-Ojice, Jan, 27, 1807.—Dis- 
patches, of which the following are copies, 
have been received at this Office from Com- 
modore Sir Home Popham, addressed to 
William Marsden, Esq. : 

His Majesty's ship Diadem,.Rio de la 
Plata, Aug. 25, 1806. Sirz,—When the 
| events of war cease to be favourable to any 
armament, I consider it the duty of com- 
manding officers to state all the cireumstan- 
ces under their knowledge or inforination, 
with clearness and perspicuity, which, either 
progressively or suddenly, led te a reverse of 
fortune.—In pursuing this course, I fee] con- 
fident I shall be able to satisfy the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the lie 
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the government of Gen. Beresford was con- 
ducted, do more honour to his Majesty's 


arms, and the character of G. Britain, than 
¢ he had resorted to expedients completelv 
within his power, which would have effec- 
tually annihilated all the efforts of the ene- 
my, and wrested, probably for ever, these 
countries from the crown of Spain.—Pueri- 
don, one of the municipality, appears to have 
been the greatest organ of the revolution. 
He applied himself with great art and ad- 
dress in preparing the people for a general 
insurrection.—The arms in the town were 
secreted, ready for the moment of action ; 
the discontented assembled every night, and 
attended to his instructions; and he raised 
ail the rabble of the country, by the ample 
supplies of money with which he was fur- 
nished on the north side of the River. Col. 
Liniers, a French officer in the Spanish ser- 
vice, and on his parole, successfully employ- 
ed himself in collecting people at Colonia.— 
Terror was established, and every person 
who refused to contribute his assistance to 
this conspiracy, was threatened with imme- 
diate death. I have traced this from very 
unguestionable authority, and so rapid was 
the progress of the revolution, when it first 
shewed itself, that it was not till the 31st 
July that I learned by a dispatch from the 
general, which reached me at Ensenada, on 
my return from Monte Video, that he was 
apprehensive, from the information he re- 
ceived, an insurrection would shortly be 
made.—I heard at the same time from Capt. 
Thomson, that 17 of the enemy's vessels had 
just arrived at Colonia, and it was reported 
that force was still to be increased from 
Monte Video, I sent orders for the Diomede 
to be brought to Ensenada, and for Capt. 
King,, of the Diadem, to come up with the 
remaining few marines, the two companies 
of blues, and as many other men as could, in 
any degree, be spared from the ships, for the 
purpose of arming some vessels to attack the 
chemy at Colonia, as it was impossible to 
prevent his crossing from the north shore 
waenever the wind was fair.—On the Ist of 
Aug. in the afternoon, the Leda anchored off 
Buenos Ayres, about 12 miles distant; aad 
* re bes. on the 2d, which I did as soon 
oa aed - would admit of a boat getting 
ak aah ar: the general had just made 
nial ood 8s : attack on about 1500 Spa- 
asia fess: ueridon, 5 leagues from the 
the pt 3am men, in which he took all 
ehal 7% cannon (I think Q pieces) and 
“~ anal Pia es the 3d, I attempted 
whialesdap ) k. e Leda, in the Encounter, 
{miles aa oneyman brought within a 

1¢ shore for this purpose, as it 
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blew very strong: but the wind freshened so 
considerably from the eastward, that we 
could not get to windward—On the 4th, in 
the morning, it was very thick weather, and 
the gale inereased so much, that it was im- 
possible to weigh.—About noon, Capt. King 
arrived in a galivat, with 150 men from the 
Diadem, for the purpose of arming and com- 
manding the few small vessels we had col- 
lected in the harbour; but he was not able 
to ger there till the following day.—On the 
5th, in the morning, it moderated, and ] 
reached the Leda, when I received a report 
from Capt. Thomson, that in the gale of the 
preceding day, the enemy had crossed from 
Colonia totally unobserved by any of,our 
ships, except the schooner under (+e ¢om- 
mand of Lieut. Herrick, who was. lying in 
the narrow gut leading to Couchas and St. 
Isidro ; but the easterly wind had thrown so 
much water in the river, that the enemy 
were enabled to cross over any part of the 
Parmas Bank, without the nesessity of ma- 
king a greater detour, by going higher up the 
river.—On the 6th and 7th it blew a hurri- 
cane ; the Leda was lying in four fathoms, 
with two anchors down, and her yards and 
tupmasts struck.—On the 8th I heard from 
Capt. King, that 5 of our gun boats had 


| foundered at their anchors; that the Wal- 


ker had Jost her rudder; and. that the 
launches and large cutters of the Diadem 
and Leda were lost.—The torrents ef rain 
that fell during the 6th, 7th, and 8th, had 
rendered the roads totally impracticable 
for any thing but cavalry, and consequently, 
Gen. Berestord was most seriously disap- 
pointed in his determination to attack the 
enemy at a distance from the town; in 
which, had it taken place, I entertain no 
doubt that his army would have added .ano- 
ther trait of its invincible spirit under his 
dispositions. —The enemy, however, by his 
inexhaustible supply of horses, suffer ed little 
inconvenience from the state of the roads, 
and he was, therefore, enabled to approach 
the town by several directions, without giv- 
ing the British army any opportunity to at- 
tack him.—On the 10th, in the®evening, the 
Castle was summoned, and on the following 
day 1 landed, while our remaining ‘vessels 
were firing on the Spanish posts, and I learn- 
ed that, exclusive of the Spanish army, 
which was divided into many columns, oc- 
cupying the various avenues of the town, the 
inhabitants were all armed, and sheltered on 
the tops of the houses and churches, with a 
design of carrying on a war of ambush.—— 
Under these circumstances, and the manifest 
disposition of the enemy to prevent an en- 
gagement, it was determined te embark the 
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‘wounded that night, and cross the Rio Chel- 
fo, for the purpose of moving towards Ense- 
nada; but tliis measure was, in a great de- 
grec, frustrated by the weather, which be- 
caine very vivlent during the night, and con- 
sequently retarded the progress of embarka- 
tion, though the enemy added a consider- 
able number of men to the houses and 
churches near the Castle, and advanced by 
all the streets, not under the influence of its 
fire; in short, Sir, his object was to avoid, 
by every means, a general action, and to 
place his men in such a situation that they 
could fire at our troops, while they remain- 
ed in perfect secutity themselves.—On the 
12th, at day light, I understand a smart fire 
began from the enemy’s advanced posts, but 
was soow returned with great effect from 
our artillery, which was planted towards the 
principal streets leading to the Great Square, 
and for a short time the enemy, by his im- 
mense numbers, shewed a greater degree of 
firmness than on any other occasion, and 
pushed forward with 3 pieces of artillery, 
which Colonel Pack, of the 71st, soon 
charged and took from him. During this 
time, however, reinforcements crowded the 
tops of all the houses commanding the Great 
Sjuare from the back streets, and our troops 
were considerably annoyed by people they 
could not get at. The enemy comman?eed 
the Castle in the same way, with the addi- 
tional advantage of a gun on the top of one 
of the churches, which I consider an idelible 
stigma against the character of the Bishop, 
not only from his situation, but the profes- 
sions he made.—I can easily conceive how 
the feelings of Gen. Beresford must, at this 
moment, have been on the rack ; disappoint- 
ed in his last eftorts te induce the enemy toa 
general engagement in the Great Square, his 
gallant little army falling fast by shots from 
invisible persons, and the only alternative 
which could present itse]f to save the useless 
etfusion of so much valuable blood, was a 
flag of truce, which was hoisted at the castle 
about one o'clock.——-—In an instant, there 
were near 10,600 men in the Great Sqyare, 
pressing forward, in the most outrageous 
manner, to get into the fort, and even tiring 
at our’ men on the ramparts ; so much so, 
that it was with extreme difficulty the Bri- 
tish troops were prevented revenging this in- 
sult; indeed the general was obliged to tell 
the Spanish officers, if their men did not re- 
tire in the course of one minute, he must, as 
the only measure of safety, haul down the 
flag of truce, and recommence hostilities ; 
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this firmness had the desired effect, and ha 
then sent his conditions to the Spanish ge. 
neral, and they were instantly acceded to — 
I inclose a copy of the capitulation, and ¢ 
trust the high and independent language jp 
which it is couched, and the terms dictated 
by General Beresford to an officer at the 
head of myriads of people, will do him ing. 
nite honour in England, and obtain for him 
his Majesty's most gracious approbation.—| 
have received and annexed a return of the 
killed, wounded, and missing, by which it 
appears that there are two officers, two ser. 
jeants, one drummer, forty-three rank and 
file killed; eight officers, seven serjeants, 
ninety-two rank and file wounded, and nine 
missing ; making a total of one hundred and 
sixty-five ; scarce any of those misfortunes 
were occasioned, except from the inhabitants 
on the tops of the houses and the churches, 
—The enemy confesses to Kave lost about 
seven hundred killed and wounded, in the 
short conflict in the streets; and if it had 
not been for the inhabitants, I have little 
doubt that the Spanish troops would have 
been completely defeated, although seven 
times the number of the British forces —— 
Nothing is more difficult than to give their 
lordships an idea of the number of men in 
arms; but from the best accounts we can 
obtain, it is thought Pueridon, and the other 
principle people engaged in this plot, had 
collected from eight to ten thousand men in 
the country ; that Liniers may have brought 
over from eight hundred to one thousand; 
and the town furnished, though armed in va- 
rious ways, about ten thousand, under the 
secret arrangements of the magistrates.—— 
When every vessel that could escape from 
Buenos Ayres had joined, I proceeded to- 
wards Ensenado, to receive the detachment 
of marines; Licut. Groves, of the Diadem, 
was obliged te quit the Belem schooner, 4s 
she would not work out ; one gun boat and a 
settee, a prize, were also left in the harbour, 
with the Justina, a small English merchant 
ship that had followed the expedition from 
St. Helena. Capt.Thomson of the Nep- 
tune, who was in the castle, was made 4 
prisoner, and Lieut. Burgh, of the Raison- 
able, with Mr. Ramsay, a midshipman, and 
seven men, who were in the settee, as her 
boats could not hold them. Lieut. Her- 
rick, in the Dolores, the other armed 
schooner, worked out in a manner which, 
coupled with his conduct on the whole 
this business, does him great credit. 
To be continued, 
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